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Project Description 

Cultural Preservation: 
Townsville Citylibraries undertook a significant heritage preservation project 
by rescuing and digitising rare film footage from the 1970s and 1980s from a 
local television station that played a vital role in shaping North Queensland’s 
cultural identity.  This collection - now called the NQTV Collection -  captures 
a unique era of locally produced television programming, preserving the 
voices, stories and visuals of the region’s past.  It offers a rare glimpse into the 
everyday lives, celebrations and challenges of the community during a 
formative period in Townsville’s history. 
  
Access to Heritage: 
The digitised NQTV Collection was launched as part of the Stories of 
Townsville platform, making it freely accessible to the public online.  This 
digital archive allows users to explore, search, and engage with historical 
footage from anywhere, removing barriers to access and ensuring long-term 
preservation. 
  
To celebrate the launch and deepen community engagement, Citylibraries 
transformed an existing space into a heritage-style theatrette, designed with 
the theme of nostalgia in mind.  Inspired by classic cinema aesthetics, the 
space recreated the atmosphere of mid-20th-century movie houses, inviting 
visitors to step back in time.  This immersive environment allowed the 
community to experience the collection in a way that was both emotionally 
resonant and culturally meaningful.  It became a place not just to view 
history, but to relive it through sparking memories, conversations and 
connections across generations. 
 



 

 


