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2 researchdata.ands.org.au 

Research Data Australia  “RDA” 
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99 research organisations 

from around Australia 

contribute information to… 

RDA is managed by… 

These 100,000+ datasets are 

used by… 

In order to… 

Investigate and solve the Big 

Questions facing Australia 
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Public Librarians and  
Public Library Services  
in a data infused world 
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Why is research data such a hot topic? 

http://lib.skidmore.edu/library/index.php/news-events/505-openaccessweek 

https://openclipart.org/detail/211388/globe-icon-facing-asia-and-australia 



 Government policy 
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University of Oxford, 2007 

 

“…it all began, with the Galaxy 

Zoo project cooked up by a few 

researchers in the University’s 

astrophysics group.  

 

… a data set made up of a million 

galaxies ….. With so many 

galaxies, we'd assumed it would 

take years …to work through them 

all 
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Jayne Fenton Keane | jayne.keane@qm.qld.gov.au 

 

…. but within 24 hours of launch we were stunned to be 

receiving almost 70,000 classifications an hour. In the end, more 

than 50 million classifications were received by the project 

during its first year, contributed by more than 150,000 people 

Research data from/for everyone 

http://www.galaxyzoo.org/
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Who uses Research Data? 

https://data.qld.gov.au/ 



What does research data include? 

Stanley Fowler Image Collection Downscaled Climate Projections for 

Western Australia 

Insect collections going 3D 

Marmion Benthic Survey 2007 

+10,000 other photos 



What does a research data catalogue 
record look like? 

* 
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Research Data for Public Librarians  
 
….. who support  
active learning (at all ages) 
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http://www.theopenriver.org.au/ 
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http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/data/ 



http://www.teachingwithdata.org/ 
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Data for Public Librarians  
 
….. who support  
business and industry 
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https://www.business.qld.gov.au 
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What research data do business use? 

UK study Open data that drives business 

http://theodi.org/open-data-that-drives-business 
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Data for Public Librarians  
 
….. who support  
data savvy seniors (and juniors….) 
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http://www.redmap.org.au/region/qld/ 
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http://greatbarrierreefcitizenscience.org.au/ 



24 http://qwalc.org.au/ 
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http://www.ala.org.au/ 

500 million records downloaded  between Jan-April 2014 
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Anonymous 

 

 

Milne Bay 

Buna 

Wewak 

 

1943-1944 
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Research Data for Public Librarians  
 
….. who support school kids 
 



▪http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Science/
General-capabilities 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Science/General-capabilities 

Data infused clients 
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Research Data for Librarians  
 
….. who do collection development 
(and have a limited budget) 
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Where can I find research data? 

more than 1,130 data repositories  

 

most are freely accessible 

Details and pamphlets 

at back of the room 
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Ideas for Public Librarians  
 
….. who want to try new things 
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https://www.govhack.org/brisbane2015/ 
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Ideas for Public Librarians  
 
….. who want to know more 
about Research Data 
(and have limited time) 
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Settle down with a cuppa and find out more 

from Librarians who are into data 

andsdata youtube research data librarians playlist  
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Subscribe to  

Join in (2016) 
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People don’t need a data genius as much as 
a data guide—and that’s what librarians are 
there for. 

 
Celia Emmelhain May 18, 2015 
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Librarians: you are the future in a …. 

…. infused world 

People don’t need a data genius as 

much as a data guide—and that’s what 

librarians are there for. 
Celia Emmelhain May 18, 2015 
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Questions from Public Librarians? 
 
….. who want to know more 
about Research Data 
(and have limited time) 

karen.visser@ands.org.au 


